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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

M'o  tlie  Hnral  District  Council  of  Atherstone. 

Centlemen, 

In  presentiii;^'  tlie  M.  O.  H.  llepoi't  for  I'JIOI  would  crave 
your  indulgence  for  any  defects  or  crudities  in  its  preparation,  for  owing 
to  the  distressing  illness  of  iny  colleague,  Dr.  Clears,  it  has  be^i  prepared 
under  difficulties — lack  of  time,  stress  of  professional  work,  r^d  an  imper- 
fect acquaintance  with  the  various  details  of  the  Sanitary  Work  of  the  year. 

Vital  Statistics — T estimate  the  population  of  your  di.strict  to  the 
middle  of  1910  at  18,810  as  compared  with  16,356  as  ascertained  by 
the  Census  of  1901. 

The  annual  increase  is  based  on  the  natural  gain  to  the  population 
due  to  exce.ss  of  births  over  deaths,  and  taking  this  average  for  10  years 
and  so  getting  an  approximate  ratio  for  tlie  past  year. 

This  is,  of  course,  only  an  Estimate  and  partakes  somewhat  of  guess 
work  but  as  we  are  to  have  a Census  taken  in  April  next,  we  shall  be 
able  to  correct  our  figures  by  the  new  “totals”  which  will  doubtless  be 
published  before  this  time  next  year. 

Births — The  number  of  births  registered  was  689,  of  which  299 
were  boys,  and  290  girls.  There  were  21  illegitimates  (9  males  and  12 
females.) 

The  589  births  estimated  on  a population  of  18810,  gives  a birth 
rate  of  31.31,  which  altho  higher  than  the  30.02  of  1909  is  much  below 
the  average  of  the  preceeding  10  years.  The  excess  of  births  (589)  over 
deaths  (219)  yives  a nett  gain  of  370  to  the  population. 

Deaths — The  number  of  deaths  at  all  ages  and  from  all  causes  is  219 
which  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  11.64  the  lowest  that  has  been 
recorded  during  the  last  10  years.  From  table  IV.  vvhich  is  printed  here- 
with all  details  can  be  obtained.  The  causes  of  death  are  ordinary  and  do 
not  require  any  comment.  The  greatest  number  fall  under  the  heading 
of  Heart  disease  38,  and  Brain  affections  31,  possibly  attributable  to  the 
increased  rush  and  worry  of  life.  It  should  however  be  noticed  that  no 
fewer  than  19  persons  died  of  old  age,  and  of  these  3 were  over  90  and 
all  the  remainder  over  80. 

Zymotic  Disease — There  were  44  deaths  from  these  di.seases  as  follow  : 

Measles 4 

(scarlet  Fever  10 

Whooping  Cough 5 

Diphtheria  1 

Croup  2 

Typhoid  Fever 2 

Diarrhoea  .5 

Enteritis  iS — Vrror 

Pueuperal  I'^ever  2 
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This  is  equivalent  to  a death  rate  of  an  enormous  increase  on 

the  Zymotic  rate  of  0.9  of  last  year. 

Infant  Mortality — During  the  year  45  children  died  before  reaching 
their  first  birthday  This  number  calculated  on  the  number  of  registered 
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UirtliH  gives  a death  rate  of  76  per  1000,  as  conipaied  with  1 19  in  1909 
a great  improvement  possibly  due  as  mucli  to  improved  sanitation  as  to 
;:eal  for  liygienic  nursing  on  tlie  part  of  the  parents. 

The  causes  of  the  infantile  mortality  rvere  as  follow; — 


Measles 1 

Whooping  Cough  4 

Diarrhcea 5 

Gastro  hlnteritis  5 

Premature  Birth  11 

Marasmus 9 

Bronchitis  4 

Pneumonia  3 

Other  Causes  3 
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Infectious  Diseases — During  1910  no  fewer  than  356  cases  of  infect- 
ious disease  were  reported.  Of  these  390  were  due  to  Scarlet  Fever,  the 
remainder  comprising  Erysipelas  1 6,  Diphtheria  10,  't'yphoid  8,  Puerperal 
Fever  2.  So  far  as  I can  gather  from  the  records  kept,  no  such  epidemic  of 
Scarlet  Fever  has  ever  been  knowm  in  this  PTniou.  The  exteiit  and  per- 
sistence of  the  outbreak  necessitated  a Special  Eeport  to  the  L.  G.  B.  in 
October  last.  Tracing  the  records  back,  the  Epidemic  ap]iears  to  have 
commenced  in  September,  1909,  and  kept  gradually  inci easing  until  2^ 
cases  had  been  notified  by  the  end  of  that  year. 

During  1910  however,  the  outbreak  became  much  more  acute,  the 
cases  occuring  as  follows: — ■ 


Jan. 

1 

April  ) 

July  1 

Oct.  1 

Feb. 

> 22. 

May  k 28. 

Aug.  {85. 

Nov.  V 

Mar. 

) 

June  ) 

Sept.  1 

Dec.  ) 

At  first  the  fever  seemed  to  be  chiefly  in  the  Polesworth  areii,  but 
eventually  it  reached  Atherstone  where  it  w'asfaii  ly  prevalent  in  Oct.  Nov. 

The  following  are  details  of  the  localities  affected  by  the  fever: — 

Polesw'orth  including  Birchmoor,  AVarton  and  Dordon  1 96,  Atherstone 
111,  Grendon  and  Baddesley  11,  Hartshill  1,  Ansley  1. 

Of  these  320  cases,  141  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  at 
Maucetter,  the  remainder  being  nursed  at  home.  During  November  and 
December  the  Hospital  accommodation  was  overtaxed  and  several  patients 
were  refused,  only  the  most  urgent  cases  being  admitted. 

Every  case  when  reported  w'as  visited  by  your  Sanitary  Inspector, 
and  after  the  patients  removal  or  recovery,  the  premises  were  disinfected 
and  the  bedding  sent  to  Nuneaton  for  Stoving  and  purification. 

As  the  Epidemic  did  not  appear  to  be  subsiding,  I made  several 
special  visits  to  Polesw’orth,  and  came  to  the  conchision  that  there  was 
a considerable  amount  of  carelessness  in  isolating  the  patients  in  their  own 
homes,  and  that  the  persistence  of  the  disease  might  fairly  be  partially 
attributed  to  this  cause. 

In  consequence  I asked  for  and  obtained  the  Services  of  one  of  the 
Lady  Health  Visitors  who  is  now'  visiting  the  houses  from  w’hich  fever  is 
reported,  with  a view  to  impress  upon  the  parents  the  necessity'  for  care- 
fulness. I hope  some  good  may  result,  but  there  seems  very  little  effort 
or  enthusiasm  to  endeavour  to  stamp  out  the  disease. 
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So  long  as  tlie  patients  were  promptly  removed  to  Hospital  tlie, 
parental  responsibility  seemed  to  cease  witli  the  arrival  of  the  ambulance 
van,  but  when  the  cases  began  to  l)e  home-nursed  then  the  inconvenience 
and  hindrance  as  well  as  the  cost  began  to  be  felt  and  careful  isolation 
was  neglected  altho  in  many  cases  it  was  scarcely  practicable. 

In  these  circum.'.tances,  and  with  a view  to  stemming  the  fever  current 
[ recommended  the  closure  of  the  Hlementary  .Schools  in  Atherstone  and 
Polesworth,  from  December  13th  to  January  9th,  and  the  Sunday  Schools 
until  15th,  at  the  .same  time  .suggesting  that  advantage  should  be  taken 
of  the  vacation  to  have  the  premises  thoroughly  disinfected  and  cleansed 
The  beneficial  effect  of  the  closure  was  soon  apparent  for  in  the  4 weeks 
ending  Dec.  13th  no  fewer  than  72  cases  were  reported,  whereas  during 
the  mouth  ending  Jannary  13th,  only  23  were  notified.  There  seems  a 
likelihood  that  the  Epidemic  has  at  last  been  conquered,  altho  even  now 
any  carelessness  in  dealing  with  the  so  called  “slight”  home-nursed  cases 
may  cause  a recrudescence  of  the  disease  and  find  us  struggling  with  the 
fever  cases  much  in  the  .same  way  as  in  the  early  days  (.f  December. 

The  notification  of  such  a number  of  fever  cases  has  imposed  consid- 
erable labour  on  Mr.  Deck,  your  Inspector,  who  has  personally  visited 
each  case,  supplied  disinfectants,  and  where  necessary  removed  the  pat- 
ients to  Mancetter. 

The  details  of  his  work  appear  in  his  annual  report  which  accompanies  this. 

Of  the  remaining  cases  of  Infectious  disease,  10  were  due  to  Diphth- 
eria, or  jMembranous  Croup,  chiefly  in  the  parishes  of  Hartsliill  and 
Ansley  as  shown  in  Table  III.  of  the  accompanying  statistical  forms. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  your  Council,  Antitoxin  Serum 
was  supplied  to  those  Medical  ^^en  who  apjdied  for  it. 

From  enquiries  made  as  to  the  origin  of  the  disease,  evidence  seemed 
to  shew  that  in  all  probability  it  had  been  imported  from  .Staffordshire. 
Disinfectants  weie  supplied,  leaflets  co’.itaining  imstructions  as  to  precau- 
tions to  be  taken  in  nursing  Diphtheritic  patients  were  freely  distributed, 
the  premises  thoroughly  disinfected  by  means  of  Formic  Aldehyde.  There 
has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  cases  and  I do  not  anticipate  anything 
in  the  nature  of  an  Epidemic. 

Enteric  Fever — Six  cases  occurred  in  Hartshill  and  Chapel  End  during 
August  and  .September.  The  circumstances  were  investigated  by  Dr.  Mears 
and  a Special  Report  sent  to  the  Local  Government  Board  at  th  etime. 

One  of  the  patients  was  removed  to  the  j\fancetter  Hospital,  where, 
however,  he  died  from  internal  hemorrage,  after  a residence  of  7 days. 

In  each  ca.se  all  necessary  precautions  were  taken,  and  at  the  present  time 
[ am  not  aware  of  any  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  within  your  district. 

Puerperal  Fever — Two  cases  of  this  disease  were  re])orted.  Strict 
investigations  were  made  and  the  particulars  wei  e reported  to  the  County 
M.  O.  H.  The  Nurses  in  attendance  were  interviewed  by  the  Lady  Sup- 
erintendent of  Midwives,  and  all  nece.ssary  precautions  taken. 

Measles — Altho  this  is  not  a notifiable  disease  and  we  have  no  official 
record  of  its  prevalence,  we  were  advised  of  a local  outbreak  of  Measles 
in  Hartshill  and  Chapel  End  in  October  and  November.  The  disease 
proved  so  virulent  that  the  .School  attendance  was  seriously  affected,  and 
in  consequence  I recommended  a closure  of  the  Infaiit  Schools  from  Nov. 
28,  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays,  hlartshill  district  seems  free  from 
infection  at  the  present  time. 
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Iiifeclioins  Hospital — The  pie.'ieiit  buikliiigs  at  Maiicetter  are  in  a 
most  aiisatisfactory  comiitioii.  The  administrative  portion  is  quite  in- 
adequate. The  absence  of  a water  supply,  crude  tSanitary  arraugeinents, 
drainage  e.visting  more  in  name  than  in  reality,  and  the  general  absence 
of  the  ordinary  equipment  of  an  hospital  make  it  marvellous  that  the 
cases  admitted  have  been  so  successfully  dealt  with  and  rellect  great  credit 
on  the  nur.ses  for  their  devotion  to  duty  under  such  unfavourable  conditions. 
I.  am  therefore  very  pleased  indeed  to  be  able  to  report  that  at  last  a com- 
mencement has  been  made  with  the  New  Isolation  Hospital  at  Archer’s 
Hill,  (.4rendon,  and  altho  at  present  it  is  only  in  itsinitial  stage,  I saw  when 
visiting  it  a few  days  ago,  that  it  will  be  a well  planned  and  convenient 
building  of  30  beds,  and  will  be  with  its  modern  conveniences  and  equip- 
ment a great  help  in  combatting  Infectious  disease  and  will  be  an  immense 
improvement  on  the  present  Hospital. 

A.  word  or  two  as  to  the  work  of  the  Mancetter  Hospital  during  1910. 
We  admitted  142  cases  of  which  6 died,  1 14  were  discharged  cured,  and 
22  were  still  under  treatment  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Very  excellent 
results,  still  I am  of  opinion  that  the  hospital  has  not  justified  its  exist- 
ence. The  ‘^raison  d’etre^'  of  such  a place  is  to  cut  short  an  Epidemic 
and  stamp  out  infectious  disease  as  promptly  as  possible.  If  you  examine 
and  criticise  the  Notification  Register,  you  will  find  that  during  the  12 
months  from  Sept.  1909  to  Sept.  1910  almost  every  case  of  fever  was 
promptly  admitted,  but  the  Epidemic  showed  no  .signs  of  abatement.  Iso- 
lation failed  in  its  object,  and  the  Hospital  became  simply  a nursing  home, 
where  the  little  patients  received  skilled  nunsing,  and  so  had  their  chances 
of  recovery  increased,  but  as  a check  to  the  spread  of  Zymotic  disease  it  has 
])roved  a failure.  Possibly  if  the  efforts  at  the  Hospital  had  been  sup- 
jjlemented  by  care  in  the  homes,  the  effect  on  the  outbreak  might  have 
been  different. 

Water  Supply — The  district  is  fairly  well  supplied  with  water,  and 
1 have  not  heard  of  any  complaints  of  Shortage.”  There  have  been, 
and  still  are  many  grumblings  at  the  bad  quality  or  impurity  of  the  water 
supplied.  The  colour  is  frequently  very  objectionable,  due  I am  told  to 
the  presence  of  Ferric  Oxide.  This  is  not  acquired  during  distribution, 
but  is  present  in  the  form  of  Ferric  Carbonate,  which  decomposes 
during  exposure  to  air  and  sunlight,  liberates  the  Carbonic  Acid  (C.Oi.) 
leaving  the  Fe.  0.  or  Ferric  Oxide  behind.  Although  not  a dangerous 
conistituent  of  the  water,  its  presence  is  undesirable  and  efiforts  should  be 
made  to  get  rid  of  it.  I find  I must  qualify  my  statement  as  to 
“ Shortage, for  I had  an  intimation  that  occasionally  the  Water  Supply 
to  H.art.shill  Schools  and  Coppice  Lane  was  very  deficient. 

I was  informed  by  the  Surveyor  that  the  deficiency  was  very  unusual, 
and  was  probably  due  to  the  unequal  pumping  at  the  Colliery  (whence  the 
supply  is  derived)  and  lo.ss  of  pressure  from  diminished  head  of  water. 
Wr.  Coleby  took  notes  and  promised  to  have  the  defect  remedied. 

Sewage  Disposal — Under  this  heading  I need  not  refer  to  the 
Sewerage  Schemes  at  present  in  operation  in  Atherstone,  Hartshill, 
Ansley,  &c.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  they  are  working  satisfactorily. 
[ must  however  make  special  reference  to  the  Polesworth  Sewerage 
Scheme,  which  has  been  under  discussion  for  so  long,  and  has  been 
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referred  to  in  each  M.  0.  H.  annual  report  for  tlie  last  3 or  4 years. 
At  last  tlie  work  lias  been  completed.  By  tlie  courtesy  of  Mr.  Coleby 
[ went  over  ilie  Works  last  Monday,  and  had  the  whole  Sclieme  explained 
to  me.  (Joininencing  at  tlie  3-lold  feeding  drain,  at  the  South  Jhid  of 
the  Bridge,  we  followed  the  line  of  pipes  to  the  Pneumatic  Ejectors  near 
the  Station,  where  the  Sewage  is  lifted  to  a level,  26  feet  higher,  and  sent 
on  by  compres.sed  air  to  the  Main  leading  to  the  Out-faJl  Works,  in  a 
field  off  the  Braincote  Pioad.  Here  I found  Settling  tanks,  and  an 
apparently  excellent  Filter  Bed,  mechanically  fed,  where  by  Bacterial 
energy,  the  sewage  will  be  deprived  of  all  its  deleterious  Nitrogenous 
con.stituents,  and  the  effluent  pa.ssed  on  to  the  land  and  eventually  into  the 
river,  probably  chemically  jnirer  than  the  river  itself.  I do  not  pretend 
to  criticise  the  engineering  details  of  the  scheme,  but  the  general  plan  of 
sewage  dispo.sal  seemed  to  be  very  excellent,  and  I have  no  reason  to 
doubt  it  will  eventually  prove  a great  boon,  and  when  all  the  premises 
have  been  connected  with  the  main  .sewer  I am  of  opinion  that  the 
Sewerage  Scheme  as  a whole  will  have  a decidedly  beneficial  effect  on 
the  health  of  Polesworth. 

Mr.  Beck’s  report  as  Sanitary  Inspector  accompanies  mine;  they  will 
I suppose  be  printed  together.  It  shews  a capital  record  of  Work  done, 
and  considering  the  amount  of  time  he  has  been  obliged  to  devote  to  the 
Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic,  evidences  considerable  industry  on  his  part. 

It  only  remains  for  me,  now,  to  refer  to  the  vital  statistics  of  each  Parish. 

Atherstone. — Only  62  deaths  were  registered  in  1910,  as  against 
68  in  1909.  The  death  rate  is  10.67,  instead  of  11,8  lust  year. 

The  births  numbered  175,  giving  a birth  rate  of  30.12.  The  nett 
increase  to  the  population  is  : 175 — 62,  or  113. 

Zymotic  disease  caused  10  deaths,  which  gives  a zymotic  death-rate  of  1.71 

Polesworth. — Recorded  59  deatlrs,  giving  a death  rate  of  10.80, 
as  compared  with  64  deaths,  and  a death  rate  of  11.8  in  1909. 

The  births  numbered  172,  giving  a birth  rate  of  31.50.  The  nett 
gain  to  the  pojtulation  being  172 — 59  = 1 13,  curiously  enough,  the  same 
figures  as  Atherstone 

Zymotic  disease  caused  10  deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of  1.83. 


The  Statistics  of  the  remaining  parishes  are  tabulated  as  under  : — 


Pop. 

Births 

Deaths 

D.  Rate 

B.  Rale 

Hartshill.  2325 

74 

32 

14.15 

31.82 

Ansley.  1560 

65 

22 

13.46 

41.66 

Baddesley & Grendon.  2132 

60 

23 

10.78 

28.14 

Baxterley,  Bentley,  I oqa 
and  Merevale.  j 

22 

10 

12.19 

26.82 

Mancetter  tfc  Oldbury.  708 

21 

11 

15.53 

29.66 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  Scarlet  Fever  Epidemic  the  Health  Bei^ort, 
for  1910,  would  have  been  exceedingly  satisfactory. 

I trust  that  with  the  completion  of  the  new  Sewerage  Works  at 
Polesworth,  and  the  provisions  for  a better  equipped  Infectious  Hospital, 
we  may  have  less  Zymotic  disease  to  deal  with,  and  greater  facilities  for 
coping  with  what  does  occur. 

I am,  Gentleman, 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  F.  HERRINQ,  M.O.H. 


Atherstone,  Feb.  9th,  1911. 
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Table  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during*  1910  and 

previous  Years. 


Births 

Total  Deaths  Registered 

IN  THE  District 

Total 

Deaths  of 

Year 

Population 
estimated 
to  middle 
each  Year 

Under  i Year 
. of  Age 

At  all 

Ages 

Deaths 

in 

Public 

Residents 
registered 
in  Public 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Births 
register’d 

Number 

Rate 

Institu- 
tions in 
the 

District 

Institu- 

tions 

beyond  the 
District 

1 

2 

3 

4 

.5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1900 

15,100 

544 

36'02 

85 

156 

286 

18-9 

:i2 

1901 

16,356 

593 

36-80 

88 

140 

287 

17*5 

9 

1902 

16,660 

622 

37  03 

69 

110 

236 

14-2 

14 

1903 

16,820 

574 

31-lC 

65 

113 

238 

14-1 

19 

1904 

17,135 

612 

35  60 

95 

155 

278 

16-2 

7 

17,449 

599 

34-30 

74 

123 

231 

13-2 

10 

1906 

17.691 

540 

30-05 

81 

150 

251 

14-1 

21 

1907 

17,962 

552 

30-07 

60 

108 

216 

12-03 

8 

1908 

18, 282 

596 

32.60 

75 

125 

240 

13-06 

10 

1909 

18,560 

561 

30-02 

67 

119 

227 

12-20 

12 

Averages 
for  years 
1900-1909 

17,201 

0 

1 

33-65 

76 

129-9 

240 

14-54 

12-2 

1910 

18,810 

589 

31  31 

46 

79 

‘>10 

1 1 -64 

18 

1 

Area  of  District  in  Acres  (exclusive  of  Area  covered  by  Water) — 21,330. 

Total  Population  at  all  ages 16,356  at  Census  of  1010. 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 2,863  n 

Average  Number  of  Pei’sons  per  House  5' 71  » 
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Table  III.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during:  the  Year  1910. 


No.  of  cases  removed  to  Hospital 
from  each  Locality. 
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Isolation  Hospital— Mancetter.  Total  available  Beds— 30.  Number  of  Diseases  tliat  can  be  concurrently  treated— 3. 


Table  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Agfes  at  Death  duringf  Year  1910.  Atherstone  Union. 
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'i'ABLb:  V.  Infantile  Mortality  duringr  the  year  1910.  Atiiek.stone  Uniuk. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  In  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 
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Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1910.  ...  18,810. 

. (Legitimate  ...  568  f 1 ( Legitimate  Infants 

Births  in  the  Year  589  j Deaths  in  the  Year  of  < 

(illegitimate  ...  21  ( ( Illegitimate  Infants  .. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages  ...  219. 


Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Including  Inspectio7is  7nade  by  Sanitary  hispector  or  Inspector  of  Nuisa^icet. 


Premises 

Inspections 

Xumbcv  of 
Written  Notices 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries)  

12  ... 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries  ... 

152  ... 

1 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’  premises 

• 

included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) 

7S  ... 

Total  

. 242 

1 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Particulars 

Number  of  Defects 
Found  Remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

• • • ... 

...  18 

18 

Want  of  Ventilation 

... 

...  3 

O 

• • » 

Total  . 

21 

21 

Home  Work. 


Wearing  Apparel — 

Lists. 

Received 
from  other 
Councils. 

Inspections 

of 

Outworkers* 

premises. 

Instances. 

Orders 

made. 

Making,  (fee 

. 9 .... 

2 

....  130  

....  5 

....  5 

Registered  Workshops. 

Number  ...  68. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


District  Council  Offices,  Atherstone. 
To  the  Cliairmfin  and  Members  of  the  Atherstone  Pairal  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  iii)'  second  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  carried  out  in  my  department  in  the  administration  of  the 
Public  Health  and  sundry  Acts,  which  devolve  upon  your  Authority,  for 
the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910. 

Sanitary  work  and  supervision. 

During  the  year  252  Notices  were  served  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances  and  other  sanitary  requirements. 

These  were  in  most  cases  promptly  attended  to,  and  in  some  cases 
delay  was  involved  by  the  owners  having  to  submit  plans  for  structural 
alterations.  Every  consideration  was  given  in  such  cases,  and  in  no  case 
were  legal  proceedings  necessary  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances. 

Legal  proceedings  were  however  taken  in  three  cases  : 

1.  The  master  of  a Canal  Boat,  for  overcrowding.  Fined,  5/-  and 
7/-  costs. 

2.  Exposure  of  unsound  food,  which  I seized  and  destroyed. 
Owner  fined  £\  and  .£1  10s.  costs. 

3.  Exposure  of  a Child  sufi'eriiig  from  an  infectious  disea.se.  In  this 
case  the  mother  was  severely  re|irimanded. 

You  will  ob>ei  ve  that  during  the  year,  27  privies  have  been  converted 
into  water-closets,  and  7 additional  water-closets  provided,  a total  of  34, 
which  ci>m pares  very  favourably  with  [)receeding  years  : 34  in  1909, 
11  in  190.''.  and  19  in  1907. 

17  Privies  have  been  erected  or  repaired  in  the  moie  rural  i)art.s  of 
the  district,  and  4 insanitary  pi  ivies  have  been  converted  into  pail  closets. 

Also  36  galvanized  iron  portable  bins  have  been  provided  in  place 
of  imsanitary  a.sh])its. 

The  table  following  shows  the  number  and  variety  of  nuisauce.s 
abated  and  sanitary  improvement.s  effected. 
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Public  scavenging:. 

As  you  are  aware  tliis  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  3 parislies, 
in  all  of  which  tlie  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner, 
witli  the  exception  of  Atlierstone,  in  which  tlie  Contractor  was  fined  10/- 
for  hi.s  negligence  in  the  weekly  removal  of  refuse,  at  premises  where 
portable  bins  are  provided. 

The  cost  of  scavenging  show.s  a marked  decrease  in  the  Parish  of 
Polesworth,  being  £277  10s.  as  against  £319  15s.  of  the  previous  year. 
The  cost  in  the  other  i)arishes  is  [)ractically  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

The  question  of  public  scavenging  in  the  Parish  of  Paddesley  has 
been  before  the  Council,  owing  to  the  nuisance  caused  by  a.shes  and  house 
refuse  being  deposited  on  all  parts  of  the  Common. 

The  Lords  of  the  Manor,  however,  have  granted  the  use  of  two  large 
holes  on  the  Common,  as  a “ tip  ” for  the  dispo.sal  of  ashes,  and  Notice 
boards  have  been  errected,  warning  persons  against  placing  such  refuse 
other  than  in  the  places  provided,  which  T hope  will  in  future  be  the 
means  of  preventing  an)'  nuisance. 

The  provision  of  portable  bins  has  been  steadily  proceeded  with,  in 
those  parishes  where  public  scavenging  is  carried  out,  ensuring  the 
prompt  and  regular  removal  of  house  refuse. 

Slaughter-houses. 

These  premises  have  had  regular  inspection,  and  have  been  periodi- 
cally liniewashed,  in  compliance  with  the  Council’s  P)ye-laws. 

In  consequence  of  the  licensing  and  registration  of  such  premise.s, 
which  I brought  forward  last  year,  5 applications  were  received  for 
licen.ses,  3 of  which  were  granted,  1 refused,  and  1 deferred. 

There  are  now  26  slaughter-houses  on  the  register. 

Common  Lodging-houses. 

The  two  Common  Lodging-houses  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory 
manner  during  the  year. 

They  have  been  periodically  cleansed  and  lime-washed  in  accordance 
with  the  Acts  and  P)ye-laws  governing  the  same. 

They  accommodated  5,798  persoTis  for  the  night,  made  up  as  follows  : 
Males,  4,934;  Females,  860  ; Children,  4. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops. 

These  premises  have  been  kept  under  constant  observation,  and  have 
been  periodically  limewa.shed  in  compliance  with  the  Order  of  1885  ; 
also  many  improvements  with  regard  to  lighting,  ventilation,  drainage, 
(fee.,  have  been  carried  out,  and  one  unsuitable  cowshed  has  been  closed. 

While  generally  these  premises  are  kept  in  a fairly  clean  condition, 
I find  that  some  Cowkeepers  have  no  idea  of  the  importance  of  a “ dean  ” 
milk  supply,  and  need  constant  supervision  owing  to  the  filthy  condition 
of  the  cow'sheds  and  cattle. 

The  register  now  numbers  56  as  against  43  the  ]irevious  year, 
13  Certificates  of  registration  having  been  granted  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  register  of  the  above  has  been  kept  and  at  the  close  of  the  year 
contained' records  of  the  74  workshops  and  9 factories  in  the  district. 
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Tlie  majority  of  tlie  vvorksliops  consist  of  those  engaged  in  the 
l)akiiig,  dressmaking,  tailoring,  and  minor  other  trades, 

Tlicy  liave  had  regular  inspection,  and  notices  have  been  served  for 
cleansing,  lighting,  ventilation,  &c. , which  have  all  been  complied  with. 

The  list  of  outworkers  employed  by  the  various  factories  have  been 
received,  and  the  homes  of  these  persons  inspected. 

Several  infectious  cases  have  occurred  at  these  houses,  all  w'ork 
Ijeing  discontinued,  and  the  employers  notified. 

Infectious  disease. 

356  Cases  of  Infectious  disease  were  notified  during  the  year,  con- 
.stituting  a record  number  of  cases.  Of  these  142  were  removed  to 
Hospital,  the  remainder  being  treated  at  home. 

In  no  case  was  an  order  for  compulsory  removal  necessary.  All 
cases  treated  at  home  were  periodically  visited  to  see  that  all  precautions 
were  being  observed,  but  gross  neglience  on  the  part  of  parents  and 
others,  was  responsible  for  a good  deal  of  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

The  rooms  occupied  by  the  patients  were  in  all  cases  disinfected 
with  “Formalin,”  either  by  fumigation  or  spraying,  and  in  most  cases, 
the  bedding  was  removed  to  Nuneaton  for  disinfection  by  steam  ; or 
destroyed.  The  walls  of  the  rooms  were  in  most  cases  “stripped”  and 
liiiiewashed. 

2 Houses  were  disinfected  after  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  schools  in  the  Polesworth  and  Atherstone  districts  have  been 
disinfected,  both  in  the  Summer  and  Christmas  holidays,  by  spraying  the 
walls,  ceilings,  and  floors  with  “ Formalin,”  and  afterwards  fumigating 
with  the  same. 

Housing  Act,  1909. 

4 Houses  at  Baddesley  were  dealt  with  under  this  Act,  and  many 
improvements  were  carried  out,  one  of  the  houses  being  clo.sed  and  a 
washdrouse  and  VV.C.  provided  on  tlie  site. 

I have  made  several  inspections  with  regard  to  this  Act,  which  1 
anticipate  will  shortly  be  put  into  active  operation  in  this  District. 

Canal  Boats  Act. 

The  annual  report  concerning  the  above,  which  most  be  submitted  to 
the  Local  Government  Board,  contains  particulars  as  follows  : 


Number  of  boats  inspected  39 

,,  ,,  re-inspected  1 

Conforming  to  Regulations  33 

Infringing  the  ,,  ..! 6 

Number  of  notices  issued  6 

,,  ,,  complied  with  6 

,,  ,,  outstanding  0 


Number  of  persons  registered  for  on  Boats  : Adults,  105  ; Children,  13, 
,,  ,,  living  on  Boats  : 47  Males,  24  Females,  30  Children. 

I am,  gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

SAMUEL  BECK,  Assoc.  R.  San.  Inst. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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